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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 10/20/2005 was considered by 
the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States, 
(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another wtio 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 
do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an 
international application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the 
reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 
35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

3. Claims 1-12 and 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Johansen et al. (US 5, 400, 1 75). 

Regarding claim 1, Johansen discloses, A device for inhibiting melatonin suppressing 
light comprising: 
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means for selectively blocking light (Column 1, lines 21-25) having a wavelength 
capable of suppressing melatonin production in a human (Column 6, lines 44-51). 

Regarding claim 2, Johansen discloses, A device according to claim 1, wherein the 
means for selectively blocking light is an optical filter (Column 7, lines 13-19, Column 16, lines 
28-30 and Claim 1), 

Regarding claim 3, Johansen discloses, A device according to claim 2, comprising the 
optical filter, which includes a polarizing layer (Column 15, lines 28-37 and Column 16, lines 
23-24, lines 49-51 and Claims 2 and 3). 

Regarding claim 4, Johansen discloses, A device according to claim 1, wherein the 
means for selectivdy blocking light is operable to substantially block light having a wavelength 
less than at or about 530 nm (Column 3, lines 15-25 and Column 15, lines 28-42). 

Regarding claim 5, Johansen discloses, A device according to claim 4, wherein the 
means for selectively blocking light is operable to substantially block light having a wavelength 
of between at or about 470 nm and at or about 530nm (Column 3, lines 15-25 and Column 15, 
lines 28-42). 

Regarding claim 6, Johansen discloses, A device according to claim 5, wherein the 
means for selectively blocking light is operable to substantially block light having a wavelength 
of between at or about 497 nm and at or about 530 nm (Column 3, lines 15-25 and Column 15, 
lines 28-42). 

Regarding claim 7, Johansen discloses, A device according to claim 3, wherein the 
polarizing layer is a polarizing film (Column 3, lines 15-25 and Column 15, lines 28-42). 
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Regarding claim 8, Johansen discloses, A device according to claim 1, wherein the 
device further comprises an ultraviolet light absorber (Column 1, lines 21-25, Column 2, lines 
48-54 and Column 15, lines 28-31). 

Regarding claim 9, Johansen discloses, A device according to claim 1, comprising at 
least one of eyewear, a light bulb, a light cover and a lens (Column 1, lines 21-25, Column 3, 
lines 15-16 and Column 16, lines 44-45). 

Regarding claim 10, Johansen discloses, A lens operable by a user who is exposed to 
melatonin suppressing light at peak melatonin production times (Column 1, lines 21-25), the lens 
comprising an optical filter operable to selectively block light having a wavelength capable of 
suppressing melatonin production in a user (Column 6, lines 44-51 and Column 15, lines 28-42). 

Regarding claim 11, Johansen discloses, A lens according to claim 10, wherein the lens 
is incorporated in eyewear (Column 3, lines 15-16 and Column 16, lines 44-45). 

Regarding claim 12, Johansen discloses, A lens according to claim 11, wherein the 
eyewear is selected from the group consisting of spectacles, goggles, contact lenses and safety 
glasses (Column 1, lines 21-25, Column 3, lines 15-16 and Column 16, lines 44-45). 

Regarding claim 17, Johansen discloses. The use of a device according to claim 2, for the 
prevention or the suppression of melatonin production in a human, the filter being operable to 
selectively block light (Column 1, lines 21-25 and Column 15, lines 28-37), having a 
wavelength capable of suppressing melatonin production(Column 6, lines 44-51), from reaching 
the retina in a human (Column 17, lines 21-37). 

Regarding claim 18, Johansen discloses, The use of a device according to claim 1, for the 
prevention or the suppression of melatonin production in a human, the filter being operable to 
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selectively block light (Column 1, lines 21-25 and Column 15, lines 28-37), having a 
wavelength capable of suppressing melatonin pr6duction(Column 6, lines 44-51), from reaching 
the retina in a human (Column 17, lines 21-37). 

4. Claims i Vr^are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Seaifoss, HI 
(US 6, 902, 296). 

Regarding claim 13, Searfoss teaches, A light device (Column 2, lines 8-10) comprising 
an optical filter operable to selectively block light from the light device (Column 4, lines 60-65) 
having a wavelength capable of promoting melatonin production in a human (Column 1, lines 

21- 43 and Column 2, lines 49-51). 

Regarding claim 14, Searfoss discloses, A light device according to claim 13, wherein 
the light device is chosen from an incandescent light source, a fluorescent light source or any 
other artificial light source (Column 4,lines 60-65). 

5. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kirschner (US 6, 
019,476). 

Regarding claim 16, Kirschner discloses, A light cover for use with a light device, the 
cover comprising: an optical filter operable to selectively block light from the light device 
(Column 1, lines 15-16) having a wavelength capable of suppressing melatonin production in a 
human (Column 1, lines 12-15 and Unes 55-62), the cover being operable to releasably attach to 
the light source to channel the light emitted from the light source there through (Column 4, lines 

22- 23). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the inwntion is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art, 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 

8. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Searfoss, III (US 
6, 902, 296). 

The cited primary reference, Searfoss, remains as applied to claim 13 above. 

The cited primary reference does not teach the optical filter is a coating on at least one 

surface of the device. 

However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide an optical filter that is a coating on at least one surface of the 
device because all light devices having light filtering properties include coatings (absorption, 
interference, etc.) that provide the light filtering. 
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Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The following disclosures substantially teach a device for inhibiting melatonin 
suppressing light comprising a means for selectively blocking light having a wavelength capable 
of suppressing melatonin production in a human: Gott (US 5, 274, 403), Ambler et al. (US 
2004/0246437), Johansen et al. (US 5, 177, 509), Johansen et al. (US 4, 878, 748), Stephans et 
al. (US 4, 952, 046), Bambury et al. (US 4, 719, 248), Laliberte (US 3, 826, 751), Tamura et al. 
(US 5, 926,310). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DaWayne A. Pinkney whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1305, The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thurs. 8 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ricky Mack can be reached on (571) 270-2333. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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